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|Fr ranCe Pﬁam 5 A Power Planis

from the atom, It was learned than the biggest and.néwest French. Insfead, the French:‘

By Howard Simons

The Washington Post Foreign Scrvice|here. )
LONDON, May 9-—France| Informed sourccs said the|being built.

major civilian nuclearpower power’ stations over the next

American power stations  now|have been trying — without

success—to sell their brand of

plans to announce -soon a|French intended to begin con-|- The French have apparent-|natural-uranium, gas-cooled
struction of five large atemic|ly decided to install the same reactors to other natlons and,

program that will more than|five yeats, Each of these will

type of power reactor in each|this week, chided the Euro-

double , the amount of elec- generate . 500 - megawatts  of |Of the new stations—a French-|pean Atomic Energy Commu-
triclty the French are gettmg electrxcxty. only somewhat ﬂess developed, natural uranium,|nity (Euratom) for following’
: L —icth gascooled unit. in = United States™ footsteps:

‘ Confident on Cost- -Cutting and failing to develop a strict-:

' By employing this sort of })ygy European nuclear technol ,
- mass-production. concenpt, B
French nuclear experts are
. A " said to be confident they can Euratom s a sister agency
L , ' lower the cost of their -re-|0f the Common Market. Its
. - : . . " . _ actors to make the atomic|Membership is comprised of
‘ ' Lo ' power stations competitive {Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg,
: : . A with stations run on regular the “Netherlands, West Ger.
i - » R fuels. many and France, the strong-
' : ' ' This single-reactor concept|eSt in nuclear power of the
is essentially the approach the| SiX-
British have followed and is| The French- have called.
o o what distinguishes the British-|4Pon Euratom to increase its
( . , . . . , French programs from that|efforts to develop natural.
i in the United States, where|Uranium and heavy-water re-
: the Atomic Energy Commis- actors. These are two areas
sion’ has been developing a in which the French have in-
variety of dlfferent power re-|tensive interest and research
S actors. ) programs.
. . . - Experts farmhar with the] One official suggested that
. R French plans do mot know what the French were really
L where the new stations will|telling their fellow Euratom

be located but note there has|Members was that it was. time

‘been talk of putting -one or|i{of Euratom to follow in

more in Brittany, which is|French footsteps, 4 .
, . France’s Appalachia. TR

e British to Lift Output

' Britain recently announced|,

‘a program to double its nu-

clearspower output during the

_—_— next decade. But the Bntlsh

ot T " 'decided to defer for a year

) a decision on whether to in-

stall British - developed gas-}

: : - . S -cooted reactors or American

¢ S o . C Wwater-cooled reactors.

: : : : o . In recent months, General]

N o :Eleetric  and Westmghouse

oo SR U R - . ‘have been making attractive

Vo L . L . " icommercial offers to the|

. : o T . ‘Europeans to sell them huge,

. ¢ . ,1000-megawatt, enriched-uran-

!xum water-cooled atomlc

power plants. [

{ These offers have whettcd

uclear appetites. 'in Britain

‘and in Germany but appar-

rently have faxled to stir. the
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